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ON course for success?

AS exams loom,
could extra tuition
improve pupils'
chances, asks
Catherine Paver

With the Easter holiday
approaching, a short revision
course may seem a good idea
for those facing important
exams in the summer. Yet
is this just an expensive
quick fix or can it set
a student on track for the
next crucial months?
Professionally run intensive
programmes lasting up to
a week are offered by
educational institutions
and tutorial agencies all
over the country, on a day or
residential basis, but before
paying for a course check
whether your child’s school
or sixth-form college provides
revision days.
It may be worth considering
a short course if your child is
weak in a certain subject, as
additional tuition may help to

pinpoint the problem areas
and strengthen them.
Children who have missed
a lot of lessons, been poorly
taught or need support in
planning revision and
practising exam techniques
may also benefit.

However, for students who
have simply not put in enough
work, a revision course is
likely to be a waste of money.
Jane Desmidt, assistant head
of Sixth Form at Salesian
College in Farnborough,
Hampshire, says she once
taught a student on a course
who “used it as a substitute
for working, so it made no
difference”. It can only help
a student apply knowledge
that has been acquired over
time and boost confidence
by filling specific gaps.

Revision courses may also
prove counterproductive. “We
hear mixed views about them
from students,” says Jamie
O’Connell, marketing director
of online student community
The Student Room. “A short
course can be great for
locking yourself away from
distractions and consolidating
specific areas.” But, he adds,

Study strategy:

a course with a
small group of other
students can help
boost confidence

Solitary revision

canmake a
student feel
jaded., just
when they
need to take a

fresh approach
to the material

“there can be a great deal of
expectation on a child and
that may be stressful and
unpleasant for them”. Being
surrounded by people who
know more than you do can
knock your confidence, too.

“If students have been
taught well, they should be
able to revise independently,”
says Desmidt. “They need to
be independent and perhaps
these courses support the
spoon-feeding theory.”

Janette Wallis, senior editor
of the Good Schools Guide,
also warns against becoming
too dependent on courses
and tutors. “If a student’s
time becomes too structured,
they will find it more difficult
to cope when they go to
university. Education is not
only about exam results —
it’s also about learning how
to learn,” says Wallis.

If you're not sure whether
a course would benefit your
child, consider employing
a private tutor instead. A
residential revision course can
cost £900, while tutors charge,
on average, £30 an hour.

On the plus side, a good
course can provide structured

study, detailed feedback and
the chance to hone exam
technique. Exams require
students to answer unfamiliar
questions on what they have
learnt and solitary revision
can make a diligent student
feel jaded just when they
need to take a fresh approach
to the course material. “A
good short course gives them
a teacher on tap if they get
stuck,” says Wallis.

If you opt for a short course,
find an accredited one that
matches your child’s exam
board and syllabus. Ask about
the teachers’ qualifications
and experience and how
many teaching hours are
provided. Also enquire about
group size and cancellation
policies if the course fails
to attract the minimum
number of students.

You should ensure that
tuition is delivered on the
specific content required by
the syllabus followed in your
child’s school and not only on
general study skills. The right
course can make a real
difference, but it is best to
proceed with caution in what
is still an unregulated field.

» ABETTER
GRADE Toby
Bonnell, 16

Last Easter, to
help him with
L his geography
/8 and chemistry
GCSEs, Toby enrolled
on a five-day residential
revision course at
Wellington College.

"You could choose
the topics you wanted
to focus on. The tutor
analysed our answers
in detail, which gave
me a lot of confidence,”
says Toby, who passed
with Bs in both these
subjects, improving
his standard by at least
one grade.

"l don't think weekly
tuition would have
given me the intensive
approach | needed.
| was able to study
without distractions like
Facebook, and | still use
some of the writing
techniques | learned.”

GCSE ¢ AS ¢ A2 ¢ Re-Sits
Easter Revision Courses

30 years’ proven success improving grades
18 hours of study over three days
Experienced, stimulating & fun tutors

Small class sizes & wide choice of subjects

All major exam boards covered
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DEVONSHIRE HOUSE

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

2 Arkwright Road, Hampstead, NW3 6AE

Devonshire House is a co-educational sch(.ml for children from
three to thirteen years of age.

Scholarship and bursary entry for occasional 11+ places, subject to assessment, for the
two years prior to Common Entrance to senior schools.

Parents interested in further information or in applying for a place for a child should
contact the Admissions’ Secretary.

Devonshire House School, 69 Fitzjohn’ Avenue, Hampstead, London N'W3 6PD.
Tel: 020 7435 1916  Fax: 020 7431 4787
enquiries@devonshirehouseprepschool.co.uk

www.devonshirehouseschool.co.uk

CSE, AS and A level

okrd specific A.and AS cours
Intensive syllabus coverage
Individual units targeted
Exam technique an
Phone us today or visit our website:
WWW.-mpPW.-CO0.uk
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Mander Portman Woodward

London

020 7835 1355
Birmingham
0121 454 9637

Cambridge

01223 350158
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NORMAN COURT

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Glorious Hampshire
countryside near
Winchester and Salisbury

Day and boarding for children aged 3 - 13+

01980 862345 www.normancourt.co.uk

GEMS SHERFIELD
SCHOOL

“Roots to grow, wings to £ly

Limited senior places
still available for September 2012

www.sherfieldschool.co.uk
« Co-educational school for pupils
aged 3 months to 18 years

* Located on the Hampshire,
Berkshire border.

Contact the Registrar on
01256 884 800 or email
registrar@gss.gemsedu.co.uk

GEMS

EDUCATION

01323 644144
www.moirahouse.co.uk

MoiraHouse

GIRLS SCHOOL & EASTBOURNE

Excellence
in Education

Openl Morning 12 May 2012

QUAINTON HALL SCHOOL & NURSERY
Hindes Road, Harrow HA| IRX

IAPS/Church of England
Boys 2'2 - 13/Girls 22 - 11
OUR OPEN MORNING IS ON SATURDAY I|2th May 2012
10.00am - 12.30pm
WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO PROSPECTIVE PARENTS
AND THEIR CHILDREN
* Excellent Academic Results * Exceptionally broad curriculum * Extensive extra-curricular activities
* Wide variety of team sports * Outstanding facilities including an indoor pool
* An open and friendly school community * Breakfast and after school Club
Further details from the Admissions’ Secretary: 020 8427 1304
admin@quaintonhall.org.uk www.quaintonhall.org.uk




